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“Charting the beginnings of the time, 
through the descent of man, on to an 

uncertain future - all shot throughout the 
seasons in the garden of S, who lives in the 

wilderness and builds contraptions.”









Materials and media

• Filmmaker
-an old bolex camera

• Installation
-Discarded and reclaimed building materials 
-Wooden panels and doors
-Corrugated metal roof



Composition of the work 

Presentation of video 
Scale hut- experience being inside it

Rawness of materials-
Natural colours in the video echo the natural colours in the wooden hut. 
Tension between nature and the man made- Bright colours of the peeling 

paint, human mark on nature.
Reclaiming it and bringing it back to nature 

Darkened Cabin-
A peek into the life of a man living in the wilderness
Secret and isolated lifestyle 
Invasive 



Key qualities 

•Film is backed by 
a voice over 

•He has used a 
squeaky projector

•He used an old 
bolex camera for 
his filming 

•The quality film almost gives the sense of no longer being wanted 
even though it may still be in good working order.

•There appears to be no specific order or sequence to the film. 



Focal points 

• A mixture of 
sculpture and film is 
being used but our 
attention is drawn 
to the film. 



“I just, I don’t know what’s going to happen. I can’t see 
the world surviving...”

“A beautiful amazing world turning on itself... No one to 
appreciate it” 



Titled: 
“Origin Of The 
Species”

• Inspired by the book 
Charles Darwin wrote that 
was published in 1859 and 
marked a turning point in 
scientific thought. 



Cornelia Parker – Cold Dark Matter: An Exploded View

What does this piece remind us of?



Stig of the Dump



River’s work ranges from themes about exploring 
unknown wilderness territories to straight-forward and 
intimate representations of real-life subjects.

His work began with sculpture 
installations then progressed to film 
making.

What does the artist explore in his work?



What is this work trying to do and what does it tell us?

The dreamy visions of a simple lifestyle zoom and distort into larger 
and more vast natural creations, portraying a more sinister feeling. 

The sounds of constant wind seems to warn us against our 
underestimating opinion on the power of nature – something that 

we have failed to yet understand.



Rivers makes us aware of the temporality obvious in a life lived away from 
the modern world.

We are given the idea that mankind exists to appreciate and experience 
nature but to also know that intelligence has the possibility to destroy the 
beauty when trying to comprehend it.



Feelings it evokes
• Origins of the species 

talks about  nature 
and time.

• It has taken millions 
of years for our planet 
to evolve to stage 
that it is at now.

• ‘Hands on’ 
installation piece.

• By projecting the 
video in a shed, 
Rivers is recreating 
the scenes which 
he filmed in the 
video.



Influences from other artists:
• Henderson, Paolozzi and Smithsons,

Patio and Pavillion, 1956. - Very 
similar to Origin of the Species uses a 
ready made hut like structure with 
imagery inside.

• Tracy Emin, 
Everyone I Have 
Ever Slept With  
1963 & The last 
thing I said to you 
is don't leave me 
here 1999. – similar 
use of ready made 
objects to convey a 
message.

• Cornelia Parker, Cold Dark 
Matter – An Exploded View 
1991 – similar use of man made 
objects. Although this is a shed 
which has been exploded it still 
relates to Origin of the species.



• Took inspiration for this film (along with others) from a 
book called ‘Pan’ by Kurt Hamsun.

• Rivers went looking specifically for people who lived 
alone in the woods.



What political, social, historical and religious 
influences are shown? 

• You could say that the film is 
influenced by history and scientific 
discovery as the film focuses on a 
Scottish man reflecting on theories of 
evolution, Quantum physics, earth 
before man and our uncertain future. 

• There is a slight social influence when 
he talks about our uncertain future as 
he mentions the end of the world 
which would effect the world 
population . 



What do we think of the piece-Personal opinion

•Video piece would be 
incomplete without the 
shed/house.

•By using the shed he is 
allowing his audience to 
experience ‘Origins of 
the Species’ with all of 
their senses.


